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Policy – Child Safety
ALTONA YACHT CLUB CHILD SAFETY STANDARDS STATEMENT

Victoria has introduced new compulsory Child Safe Standards to be implemented by all clubs and organisations which deal with children from 1 January 2017.  Altona Yacht Club will be introducing new policies and procedures to comply with these new standards.  Further details will be appearing on the Altona Yacht Club website and member notice boards around the club.  Our committee is working hard to ensure compliance with these new standards and will be communicating any required changes to our procedures and our culture in the coming months.
Altona Yacht Club firmly believes that all children who participate at the Club have a right to feel and be safe and this is our first priority.  We want children to have fun and feel safe in a child-friendly environment.  Altona Yacht Club is a Child Safe Organisation and this statement is one of the ways we will demonstrate our commitment to child safety.

All of our sailing instructors and committee members hold current Working with Children checks.  Further training and information sessions on these new Child Safety Standards will be attended by our sailing instructors and committee members.

We have a zero tolerance to child abuse or discrimination.  We will have processes in place to ensure our commitment is strengthened and to ensure the safety of children. 

We value diversity and promote the safety of all children; Aboriginal children, children from cultural and linguistically diverse backgrounds and those with a disability.

We have a duty of care to all children and we encourage all members to inform themselves of the new standards and new policies and procedures to be introduced at the Club.

We encourage all members including children to speak up and report anything that they feel is in breach of our standards.  All reports will be treated with respect and with full confidentiality.

The Club has appointed Mr Fred Ackland and Ms Sally Farr as Child Safety Contact Persons and members can contact them through the Club to discuss any matters regarding the Child Safety Standards and the procedures of the Club.
Further information is also contained in the Australian Sailing Member Protection Policy; http://www.sailing.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2013/12/160321-AS-MPP-Final.pdf
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